
International and Domestic 
Rights Licensing System

Comet™ automates the rights licensing activities of a production 

or distribution company. In addition to being a repository of data, 

it produces a vast array of reports and documents with one-button 

ease. The program concurrently services the data and workflow 

needs of multiple departments, including contracts, sales, 

marketing, finance and distribution.

Customized Rights and Territories

Comet’s 3-level rights hierarchy is user definable 

and rights at the highest level can be added to a 

deal with a mixture of default include/exclude 

settings at the subsidiary levels. Territories 

are user definable and can be set to any 

combination of parent/child and 

conflict relationships. A Territory 

Group filter provides an 

easy entry method 

for fast contract 

construction.



SALES AND DISTRIBUTION
Comet was designed to maximize the effectiveness

of sales activity from negotiation through provi-

sional sale, deal memo and approved contract.

Multiple location operation means that deals may be

entered, printed, checked and executed off-site without 

processing delay. Synchronization or Internet Web 

Browser Access provides Flexibility On The Road.

Sales Tools and Reports

● Run instant, pick-n-mix Availability

Reports by title or territory, showing

rights owned and events-driven, 

daisy-chained holdback, release and

exclusivity windows for confirmed 

and provisional sales.

● Create searchable Sales Histories and

Expiring License Reports by title, market,

customer, territory and right category

with financial details exportable to

Microsoft Word™ or Excel™.

● Identify re-sale opportunities as they

arise with Expiring Licenses Reports .

● Integrate Ask and Take prices with

Availability Reports and create sales fore-

casts for management.

● Create interdepartmental workflow for

Contract Administration and 

Sales Order Processing 

of invoice, tape and

publicity at the press

of a button.

Pre-Sales Negotiation Support

● Pitch and Negotiate the sale of a title assisted by interest tracking sum-

maries by buyer, title and territory and on-screen alarms and calendars.

● Order VHS cassettes, screenplays and treatments to be sent in real time.

● Access Contact Addresses, on-screen calen-

dars and reminders with a fully featured,

integrated Customer Relations

Management system: including mail

merge, e-mail, and 2-way synchroniza-

tion with hand-held devices in a concur-

rent mixed-use environment.

Title and Catalog
Management

● Click on Hot-links to full-screen Websites, 

Trailers, Flyers and Stills by series, 

episode or feature title.

● Trigger release dates, financial 

kickers, goalposts and options.

● Track Features, Series, Episodes 

and/or Clips individually, by genre, 

season and code number, synopsis, pro-

ducer, copyright holder, principals, inven-

tory, availability status and 

other ad-hoc categorizations.

CONTRACT ADMINISTRATION
General

● Highlight rights, clearance, censorship or approval
Restrictions via automatic Pop-up Warnings.

● Draft agreements and track amendments, revisions and signature
with Follow-up Reminders where required.

● Generate contract packages in domestic and international markets for multiple right
categories and Record Exclusions, Exceptions, Exclusivities and Windows.

● Construct contracts from user-defined Standard Deal Templates, changing titles, fees,
windows and other terms as appropriate.

● Add and delete Standard Contractual Clauses with one-click and 
track revisions on screen. 

Sales

● Flag Provisional Sales, sub-distributor and  third-party negotiated deals 

on availability reports.

● Print AFMA® (available to AFMA® members only) 
or user-designed, theatrical and television Deal Memos. 

Acquisitions and Productions

● Create interdepartmental workflow for processing (split) commissions on sales,
Participant Royalty Reports and investment income tracking.

● Establish Recoupment Order and cross-collateralization terms.

● Track cast and credits by title and Manage Talent and talent agents  details.

● Administer to cast, credit and other Approvals and Requirements.



Invoicing and Cash Receipts
As soon as deals are entered, Comet™ can create 

invoices immediately. Information from the cash 

receipts journal and the invoices can be used to predict 

cash flow and streamline collection activities.

● Create mixed Foreign Currency contracts, fee, guarantee, royalty 

and materials recharge invoices, receipts and payment applications.

● Push-button Batch Invoice Printing with automatic generation of 

payment term descriptions and due dates, invoice address selection, 

bank payment-account details, currency amounts and VAT calculations.

● System-wide Prompt-List Management of multi-period payment terms 

and installments based on trigger events such as “Execution” or “Delivery 

of Materials”.

● Print invoices showing Multiple Titles and/or Multiple Payment Terms.

● Prepare Value Added Tax (and VAT-only) invoices and receipts.

● Track Partial Payments and multi-invoice cash application, with automatic 

currency gain/loss, bank charge and VAT calculations.

● Book cash receipts to a range of Bank Accounts.

Financial and Management Reports
Users can select from a bank of Over One Hundred Financial Reports 

filtered by a variety of user-selected criteria which can be e-mailed from 

the screen or exported to Microsoft Excel™ or Word™. Alternatively 

users can generate their own reports and save the layouts.

● Prepare Aging and Collection reports.

● Calculate Contract 

Fulfillment statements 

based on percent and 

dollar value basis.

● Automatic, user-defined Allocation of 

Revenue by territory and right category.

● Performance Indicators, including 

sales-by-title-by-year cross-

tabulation and 

title/territory pricing 

comparisons.

Cine Advance
“ Claude’s Cloud 0005 17-Jun-00 17-Jun-00 7.7941 6,757.57 1,314.48 5,443.09

100% of Fee/Guarantee for Claude’s Cloud due on execution of agreement.Hong Kong 52,669.16 10,245.18 42,423.98

Total for Cine Advance United Kingdom 6,757.57 1,314.48 5,443.09

Definitive Television
■■ Captain Fracasse 0002 14-May-00 1 12,000.00 0.00 12,000.00

100.00% payment in full for “Captain Fracasse” due 30 Days after Technical United King 12,000.00 0.00 12,000.00
Acceptance.

FINANCE

Royalty and Participant Reports

● Track Reporting Requirements, with automatic calculation 

of royalty payment terms and amounts due.

● Generate Periodic Participant Statements based on receipt 

applications, showing previous balance to date, current amounts, 

and ending balances to avoid under- or over-reporting of revenue.

● Create Royalty Invoices based on statements from sub-distributors 

in any currency.

Accounting Integration
Comet™ creates balanced, user-defined transaction level journal entries, varied by 

contract type, for export to corporate accounting programs and producer-royalty reports.

● Automate Monthly Invoice Batching and closing.

● Calculate and post Variable Sales Commissions and 

commission splits.

● Track Cross-Collateralization terms tracking.

● Automatically adjust for contract Amendments, 

Revisions and Cancellations.



● Track deliverables and documentation due to be supplied at 

production/acquisition.

● Manage inventory including video, slides, trailers and documentation across 

multiple locations.

● Log language tracks’ location and access agreements.

● Title-integrated Delivery Status tracking, including satellite and 

Notice of Delivery.

● Tracking of Overdue Loan Items, with automatic printing of overdue notices.

Processing Orders
The Comet™ servicing module allows system-wide tracking of inventory 

and orders and push-button creation of servicing documentation.

● Revenue Recognition (including SOP-00-02) support based on European (invoice)

or U.S. (delivery) rules.

● Manage accounts receivable and cash receipts by direct Interface to Corporate

Accounting systems.

● Enforceable, interdepartmental Credit Control and approvals.

● Full Audit Trail managed through a system-wide document creation and event log.

● User Security controlled at supervisor level.

SERVICING
Purchase Orders

● Automatic customer matching of inventory and elements for Title Versions

tracked by spool number with designation, medium, video- and audio-for-

mat and language.

● Full support for processing and discount-pricing Compilation Tapes and

Replacement Tapes processing.

● On-line ordering of Stock Items.

Commercial/Customs Invoices

● Materials Release by Payment of invoices.

● Bar-Coded Processing for duplication and shipment with automatic 

record update.

● Automatic Commercial Value and weight calculations.

Materials Recharge Invoices

● Batch or individually recharge Satellite and Listening Line fees as well as

stock and dub items.

● Detailed duplication Price Schedules By Customer, with discount pricing.

● Automatic Laboratory Cost Calculations integrated with Purchase Orders.

● All invoices can be fully integrated with the General Ledger 

accounting process.

● Performance indicators for servicing Profit Centers.

Comet’s integral 

servicing module 

provides traffic 

departments with a 

full range of components for 

materials management. Duplication, library management

of loan items, shipping, satellite delivery and invoicing is

supported at the Feature, Title, Series and/or Episode Level.

An extensive bank of reports allows users to track delivery, 

contract Fulfillment and overdue loan items.

Inventory Management



SYSTEM SUPPORT

Design
Comet is designed to integrate with the most powerful 

and advanced desktop and server software available: 

Microsoft Office with Microsoft SQL Server. Comet 

is a true client/ 

server program 

capable of dozens of 

concurrent users with 

gigabytes of data. Users 

with different operating 

systems and desktop 

software may concurrently 

use Comet. SQL Server data  

is an open architecture, 

allowing users to create and 

run reports from a variety of 

standard software including 

Microsoft Excel™ and various 

report writers. Access to Comet

data by the Internet can be 

secured by the login 

permissions granted.

Security may be set on 

a user or group basis: 

● Internet capable.  

● Program updates may be downloaded from the Saturn Web site.  

● Saturn provides current exchange rates for 40 countries, 

which are then utilized by Comet.  

Operating systems supported*

Windows 98 (all releases) SP-1

Windows Millennium Edition

Windows NT 4.0 SP-4+

Windows 2000 SP-1+

Windows XP Home and Professional 

Desktop Application Environment*

Office™ 97 Standard and Professional SP-2+

Office 2000 Standard and Professional SP-1+

Office XP Standard and Professional

Comet integrates with ACT!™ 4, 5, 6 and 2000 

SQL Server 7 and 2000 (optional)

* Current at February 2003. Office, Windows, Windows NT, and Excel are trademarks of Microsoft Corporation. ACT! Is a trademark of Interact Commerce
Corporation. Pentium is a trademark of Intel Corporation.

Comet Modular Structure (Simplified)

Availability Reporting
Availability Reports

Conflict Checks

REPORTING

General Reporting
160 Reports including

Debtors
Statements

Sales History
Catalog

CONTRACTS

Title Contract
(Underlying)

MARKETING

Interest Tracking
VHS Requests

Reminders

FINANCE

Accounting Interface
GL Posting

Receipts and
Application

Invoicing
Fee/Guarantee invoices

Materials Invoices
Royalty Invoices

STANDING DATA

Title/Territory Pricing

SERVICING

Inventory Selection

Servicing
Dub Order

Commercial Invoice

N.O.D Prompt List
Notice of Delivery

Title Set-up

Company Profile

Sales Contract
Deal Memo

Long Form Agreement

Participant Reporting
Participant report

Base Data

Reports Reports

Base Data

Royalties

}

● Remote access possible via a standard internet, virtual private 

network, or direct telephone connection.  

● Easy maintenance, upgrades, and support.

● Software updates available over the web.

Support
Saturn Software, Inc. offers full customer support in the form of 

installation, training, consultancy, customization and technical advice.

● Helpdesk support is available 24 hours a day from our Los Angeles 

and London offices, by telephone and e-mail.

● On-site training and consultancy to suit your schedule.

● Responsive customization, software support

and technical advice.



For more information about Comet™ and Saturn Software, Inc.

http://www.SaturnSoftwareInc.com Sales@SaturnSoftwareInc.com

• 1801 Avenue of the Stars; Suite 600 Tel: (+1) 310-277-6007

LOS ANGELES; CA 90067 Fax: (+1) 310-277-6190

• LONDON Tel: (+44) 1252-670-763


